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Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
. bemakinghisfirstofficial trip to Br-
. itainnext month. With therecentde-

mand, triggered by author and Con-

ciently dry fopack, sowehad to
spread themon top of the truckthat
wastocarry our baggagesouth, al-
lowing them todryenroute.”

Sespoilt by the fruits of India’s jun-
gles were the British, that with great
flamboyance they enacted the For-
est Actof 1878, practically convert-
ingover one-fifth of theland massof
South Asia into prime hunting grou:
nd. The Indian subcontinent beca-
me the best source of unlimited sup-
ply of timber and ‘forest produce’ —
which included skins, tusks, bones-
and horns—for Britain.

The exclusive control of the forests

eirtraditional relationship with the-
ir environs. So, they were rendered
alien in theirhomeland. The Chota
Nagpur tribal insurrection of 1830,
and several others after that, were
manifestations of thatdiscontent.
George Yule, acivilservant, killed:

‘more than 400 tigers and a Geoffrey

Nightingaleshot more than 800, The
British hunted tigers, cheetahsand
leopards with high-veloeify rifles,
speared bears and conducted Khed-
ah-catchingof elephants for vory.
They invented the logle that hunting
was good for the developmentof ‘ch-
aracter’, and that it trained young

That'll Be £15 Bn, Your Highness

the British hunted the animal down
with renewed vengeance.

To taunt the British who had failed
toget him, Tipuhada life-size mech-

‘anical gizmo showinga tiger pinnl-

ngdown auniformed British soldier
—Tipu'sTiger— crafted. Not sur-
prisingly afterdefeating Tipu, the
British rejoiced witha gold coin
depicting the British lion pinning
down anIndiantiger:

There were more than one lakh
Royal Bengal tigers in India in 1900.
That was also the year the taxider-
my firm Van Ingen & Van Ingen set
up shop in Mysore. Between 1875

gress MP Shashi Tharoor, forrepa- ~ wasaboon for the colonial rulers mentobefzood soldiers, whilekeep-  and 1925, atleast 50,000 tigers were |
rations for the economic exploita- who gave permits tohunt in govern- lngthem'awayfmm.mom ] . slain asperestimates based on |
tion by the British Lmpireas the ment forests. This encouraged and pursuitslikegamblingandopium.  home department records. VanIn-
[ hackdrop, Indiaghouldn'toverlook  gavelegal sanction toshikaar. Ber- Tigerhuntingalso influencedthe  genfactory accountsreveal that in
another fact: fhe irredeemable, but thold Ribbentrop, a formerinspect-  constructionof the British imperial  theirfirst50 years, they had stuffed
ntifiable, wildlife damagewrou-  or general of forests, acknowledged  identity Smarting from the insolen:  about 25,000 tigers, 30,000 leopards |
it on India by Britisheolonialism,  inForestry inBritish India (1900) ceof TipuSultanof Mysore, whore- andlakhsof other wild species, ear-
“Theecological impoverishmentof  thatBritish policy affected forest- vered {hetigerand flaunteditinall  ningthem thesobriquetof ‘Artists
India hasbeen chronicled graphica- dwellers adversely and disturbedth-  hiscoins, uniforms, armsandflag,  inTaxidermy’.
|ly An the personal diaries, memoirs ' b ~ Cheetahs, which once roamed free-
and photos of British officers who Iy areextinet today. Tigers, rhinos
pitled India, Aceording toa chroni- { andelephants remain endangered |
cle of the imperialvisit folndiaof pocies, Since 1971, when Project Ti- ||
George V, the shootingringformed | ger'waslaunched, it has taken sear-
on December 25, 1911, comprised 600 ‘ceresouréesand ds years of rigoro-
elephants. The firsttiger wasshot % useffortat variouslevelstoraise
'bgthem'itl'shmeg;arﬁh. By theclose tigernumbers by about800.
of day, there were 39 tigers, 18rhino: If themarginal costof conserving
ceroses, four bears andaleopard atigerist3crore, then the reparatic
killedduringthishunt. . ohsowed tothe Indianenyvironme.
General William Mitchell, regard- nt for the killing of, say; 50,000 tigers
ed asthe ‘Father of the US Air For- — never mind thelakhs of elephan-
ce’, recounted his visitasa guestof ts, cheetahs, leopards, rhinoceros
the viceroy in 1924, *We had killed so and other wild animals hunted dur-
many animals during our last three ing British rule —should be about |
daysthat their pelts were not suffi- £15billion (z1,49,200 crore).
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